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Post-War Buying Intentions 
of Edmunds County Farmers• 
Edmunds county, South Dakota, doesn't look wealthy. Neither 
does it look ragged. It doesn't look as if the farmers living there could 
afford to spend 3½ million dollars in a two-year period. But that is 
just what they intend to spend- $3,615,354 to be exact- in the first 
two post-war years. This is to be spent only on buildings and equip-
ment and does not include purchases of land, livestock, family living 
and so on. This figure represents an average of $3,778 worth of pur -
chases for each of the 957 farm families in the county. It is 10 times 
what they spent for buildings and equipment in the two-year period, 
1939 and 1940. 
The $3,600 ,000 spending spree will 
find nearly $1,750 ,000 being spent for 
farm machinery. This is nearly a mil-
lion dollars more than will be spent on 
farm buildings in Edmunds county. It 
takes machinery to raise crops on the 
sprawling Great Plains . Approximate -
1 y $600 ,000 will be spent on farm 
houses, their furnishings and equip-
ment in Edmunds county after the 
war. Farmers in the county plan to 
tend strictly to business after the war 
-only a little more than $30,00, or 
about $32 a family, will be spent for 
vacations and travel in the first two 
post-war years. 
New tractors, 500 of them, will be 
roaring around Edmunds county 
fields after the war. Farmers of the 
county plan to spend considerably 
more than half a million dollars for 
tractors when the war ends. The fur-
ther mechanization of Edmunds coun-
ty farms does not end there. A total of 
42 farmers plan to spend $445,000 
for automobiles and 269 of them want 
to buy $288 ,922 worth of trucks after 
the war. Nearly $60,000 will be spent 
for electricity and electrical equipment 
for both the farm and home. 
Barns will be built on 152 farms to 
the extent of $200 ,000 in Edmunds 
county after the war. Houses , too, will 
be built- $122 ,000 worth on 63 
farms. Other buildings will cost about 
about $225,000 and repairs and paint 
will account for another $200 ,000, or 
a grand total of about $750,000 in 
buildings. 
In first two 
post-war years 
ITEMS (Expected Cost) 
Barns ___________________________ $ 201,421.92 
Poultry houses ____________________ 67,609.37 
Hog houses ------------------------------------ 25,210.93 
Granaries _____ _____ 54,492.18 
Other buildings ____ _____ 71,351.56 
Trees and landscaping _______ _ 4,015.62 
Fencing ___________ -----------------------------------101,003.65 
Well s ---------------------------------------- 78,340.62 
Remodeling ------------------------------ 93,109.37 
Repairs and paint __________ 115,807.81 
All Farm Improvements --------------------------- -- 812,363.03 
Seed bed preparation equipment ------·------------ 103,703.12 
Planting equipment ______ 150,931.25 
Tillage equipment _________________ 25,982.81 
Harvesting equipment ------------------------------------399,951.56 
Trucks ---------------··--·----------------------- 288,922.65 
Tractors ------------ ---------------------------581,773.44 
Other farm equipment ------------------------------------179,260.94 
All Farm Equipment ----------------------------------------1,730,525.77 
ALL FARM PURCHASES -------------------·----------2,542,888.80 
Houses ___________ 121,718.75 
Remodeling ------------------------------------------------------97,289.06 
Repairs and Paint ___________ 79,004.69 
Other -------------------------------------------------------- 2,460.93 
All Farm Home Improvements _______ 300,473.43 
All Farm Home Equipment ------------------------------296,300.00 
Automobiles _________ _____ 445,078.12 
Travel and Vacations _______ 30,614.06 
ALL FARM HOME PURCHASES _______________ 1,072,465.61 
GRAND TOT AL OF ALL PURCHASES ______ 3,615,354.41 
Average Purchases Per Family 3,777.80 
• Based on return s from 614 of the 957 farm families in the county. 
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In Edmunds County 
Farms Available After the War Number 
Farms that will be for rent after the war _________________________________ 103 
New farm s to be created by sub-dividin g some large farms ____ 99 
Farm s for sale after the war ---------------- --------- 31 
Owned Rented Owned & All 
Size of Farms Farms Farms Rented Farms 
Average size of farm as reported in survey __ 505A 545A 760A 603A 
Farmers' estimates of smallest profitable size 409A 409A 438A 419A 
Farm Jobs Available After the War Number 
Full-time farm workers to be hired ______________________ 245 
Part -time farm workers to be hired ____ _ _________________ 716 
Farming opportunities after the war also came in for consideration 
in the post-war survey by these Edmunds county farmers . Returning 
soldiers and war workers will find 103 farms for rent . There will be 99 
new farms created by men who have indicated a willingness to subdi-
vide their present large farms to accommodate a returning veteran or 
war worker on one of the units thus created. Only 31 farmers have in-
dicated a desire to sell their farms after the war, although there actu-
ally may be more farms for sale than that in Edmunds county when 
the war ends. The ex-"G.I." who hasn't money enough to start farm-
ing for himself may find a place with one of the 245 farmers who ex-
pressed a desire for a full-time, year-round hired man when the war 
ends. In addition there will be 716 seasonal jobs each year, such as 
harvesting, threshing and haying. 
Edmunds County 
Neighborhood Leaders 
Beebe: Louis Boie 
Bowdle: Matt Bachman, Edward Buechler, Frank Geier, Frank Grismer, 
John A. Gross, Peter Hartman, Jacob Heilman, Anton Heilman, Mike Hoer-
ner, Ted Liedholt, Karl Nichisch, Fred Rieger 
Cresbard: Wm. Achenbach 
Hosmer: Edward Heyne, Eugene Huber, Joe Ulmer 
Ipswich: Ray Benton, Carl Blank, August Braun, J. L. Davies, John J. 
Dosch, W. E. Engle, Quintin Fender, Don Herrich, David Hoilien, Earl Kim-
mitt, Paul McGinn, Alfred Petersen, Elmer Picton, Delmar Sanborn, Roger 
Schaub, Chas. Steen, Tony Streit, Clarence Zemple 
Loyalton: Oscar Baer, Kasper Binfit, Joe Fuhrman, Jr., E. L. Fredericksen, 
Rueben Kirschenmann, Stanley Lester, Henry Mohr, Emil Simon, Wm. 
Snyder 
Mina: Swen Anderson, Jesse Case, J. A. Hansen, Paul Kushman, E. C. 
Markuson, Jack Stoner, Mike Usselman 
Mansfield: Al Bierman 
Roscoe: W. C. Beyers, Perry Downer, Christ J. Gross, Mike Hauck, John 
Knittel, Chris Nehlich, Ray Nelson, Eugene Preszler, Art Schipke, Robert 
Schurr, J. L. Stockert 
Tolstoy: Jake Bollinger, J. D. Diedtrich, Ted Hagele, Fred Holweger, 
Walter Johnson 
Wetonka: Art Blomster, Herman Erdman 
The post-war survey was made in Edmunds county by 70 carefully chosen 
neighborhood leaders. The leaders were visited personally, met at the county 
agent's office at Ipswich, or at meetings around the county to be given in-
structions in making the survey. These leaders either visited everyone of their 
neighbors personally or "deputized" one of the neighbors to help out. The 
result was that a 64 percent sample of all farms in the county was secured in 
the survey. A total of 614 questionnaires were filled out from a total of 957 
farms in the county. 
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